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so entirely controlled not only the early Aryan conquest, but
the later Muhammadan ones, viz. the mass of mountains and
jungles of Central India, with no navigable rivers to serve
as highways. The Bengal, Bombay and Madras Presidencies,
almost to the coming of railways after the assumption of
control by the Grown, were thus separated. Only in the
first half of the nineteenth century did a practicable road
connect Delhi with Bombay. It was not till 1784 that
Warren Hastings, Governor of Bengal, became as related,
the first Governor-General, i.e. the first co-ordinating
authority, so that he could make the Government of India
into a realm of co-ordinated policy and practice.

By the latter days of the eighteenth century, the ad-
ministration began to take the outward form that it still
holds. Each Governor of a Presidency had his Council, of
which each member was a minister with a portfolio. Each
province had a certain number of groups of sub-provinces
or counties with a Commissioner at the head, and each
Commissioner's sub-province had its districts and counties
presided over by chief magistrates, known in the older
provinces as 'collectors', and the younger ones as 'deputy
commissioners'.

This system continued and developed as more and more
of India came under the Company's rule, and it is to be
remembered that the vast Indian Empire of to-day was
acquired under the rule of the Honourable East India
Company, and not under the Crown.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROVINCES

When the Governor of Bengal, then the great Warren
Hastings, was made also and not separately Governor-General
of India, and when his own Bengal increased in size, we
find this province broken up into several lesser sub-provinces
in charge of a Lieutenant-Governor or a Chief Commissioner,
each with a separate machinery or council, etc. Thus at
the time of the coming of the Crown (1858) there were in
Bengal several provinces, those of Bengal, the North-West